HIGHLIGHT: 
Current Trends in South Africa: An Overview of the Political, Economic and Racial Situation in South Africa

                                                   By Professor Ben Turok 
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(Member of Parliament and author of a recent book:"From the Freedom Charter to Polkwane: the Evolution of the ANC Economic Policy")

 
A prominent member of the South African ruling African National Congress (Anc), Professor Ben Turok, who is also a prominent scholar on economic issues in South Africa, on Friday, March 27, 2009, from 3:30 to 5:40pm, gave a brilliant presentation on the above topic as an effort to better familiarize West Africans with current developments in South Africa and the southern african sub-region.
     

  Pr Turok & Pr Bathily
The lecture and the speaker were introduced by another prominent political leader and academic, professor Abdoulaye Bathily, a household name in the Senegalese political scene and a renowned specialist of african history at university Cheikh Anta Diop.
Pr Turok, Pr Bathily and Warc Director
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Professor Ben Turok, a veteran of ANC who participated in the Congress of the People in 1955 and drafted the economic clause of the Freedom Charter has been a Member of Parliament since 1994. In his presentation, he extensively drew from his recent published book quoted above and showed how, with international pressures, South Africa was constrained to adopt a macroeconomic orthodoxy after the demise of Apartheid, thus stalling real economic growth and development for the vast majority of the population. For him, the alternative which should be offered and is being considered by ANC is an alternative economic policy with a new thrust for economic and institutional development to draw the majority into productive activity thereby strengthening the domestic economy.
Although the lecture was focused on the economy, Professor Turok made insightful comments on the current political situation in South Africa to the satisfaction and edification of the audience.
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The presentation was attended by 41 people including primarily researchers, academics and students.
Both in his initial remarks and in his concluding statement, the Director of the West African Research Center renewed to the audience the commitment of the Center to promoting exchanges of the type for a better understanding of developments not only in West Africa but in the entire continent.
            A view of the audience
Pr Ousmane Sene

Warc Director
