SAIIA/WARC Workshop:
Towards Understanding Senegal Foreign Policy since the Year 2000

(June 1, 2011)
 

Two months ago, the South African Institute of International Affairs, or SAIIA, sent a delegation to Dakar to discuss with the West African Research Center (WARC) the possibility of co-organizing and hosting a workshop on Senegalese foreign policy. SAIIA is the premier South African research institute specializing in international issues and has been in existence for over 77 years,

 

According to documents circulated by SAIIA, "since the fall of apartheid in 1994, South Africa's foreign policy has prioritised the development of Africa. To achieve its ‘African Agenda’ objectives, South Africa needs to intensify its strategic relations with key African driver countries," among which a number of West African countries such as Senegal, Ghana and Nigeria.
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The June 1 workshop was designed to address this need since, according to SAIIA, "it is through foreign policy round tables that dialogue is generated between government, business and civil society". And like WARC, SAIIA also believes that "we need to amplify the voice of African scholars on African issues, particularly foreign policy".
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In view of the objectives specified above, WARC worked over several weeks to convene the Wednesday June 1 workshop, which was opened by the Cabinet Director of the Senegalese Minister of Foreign Affairs. The workshop was attended by prominent household names in Senegal diplomacy, distinguished members of the Senegalese civil society and academic world. There were also top-ranking retired generals of the Senegalese armed forces, the practice in this country being to assign high-ranking officers to diplomatic posts before retirement.
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The various presentations were made by Senegalese career diplomats and senior military officers turned diplomats, academics and other specialists of international relations from the Senegalese media circles. They focused on the agenda of Senegalese foreign policy since the year 2000 with an analysis of the relations of Senegal with neighboring countries, its role in sub-regional and regional organizations such as 
Ecowas and the African Union (AU), its relations with SADC countries and particularly South Africa as well as developments between Senegal and the emerging world powers known as BRICS (Brazil, China, India and South Africa) and the relations of the country with traditional world powers.
All concluded that, although an economic dwarf, Senegal has always conspicuously featured on the world diplomatic scene with the significant roles played in the past for the liberation of a number of African countries (Guinea Bissau, Cape Verde, South Africa, Namibia....), in the Israeli-Palestine conflict at the UN, as a major troop provider for the UN and the AU peace keeping missions the world over. Such efforts, according to them, should be maintained and even further strengthened for the prevalence of peace on the continent and in other parts of the world.   

In the words of many participants, the presentations and discussions were of an extremely high caliber and will definitely be a major contribution to a better mapping of African foreign policy. The organization of the workshop was also perfectly managed, according to all the SAIIA representatives present in Dakar. 
Indeed, in the words of a former Senegalese minister of foreign affairs, "WARC is doing a very good job" and according to one SAIIA officer, "this is super, M. Director, super....."   
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