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“The West African Research Center is a unique forum in Dakar which gives to all of us the opportunity to engage in healthy intellectual discussions and debates in absolute freedom. M. Director and my former professor, we thank you and all the staff at WARC for contributing to the cultural and intellectual vibrancy of the Senegalese capital, Dakar, the promotion of research and academic and cultural exchanges in West Africa", such were the words of Dr Aliou Sow, Minister of Decentralisation and Local Communities in the Senegalese government, who also chaired the panel discussion on the recently published journal on local development, decentralisation and good governance.
Before him, other panelists took the floor to welcome the initiative of the Ministry of Decentralisation to put in the academic market this new journal meant to offer community decision-makers and the larger public ideas and strategies for actions and activities likely to promote the harmonious development of local communities in Senegal and other West African countries (for the record, Mauritanian academics and local community leaders contributed papers to the first issue).
 
They also insisted on the need for "learned knowledge" from academia to be combined with "experiential knowledge" from the practitioners of local development to further engage grassroot populations in the designing and implementation of well-thought development programs.
 

The event hosted by the West African Research Center on Saturday, January 14 from 4pm to 7pm, was attended by key national decision-makers in the sector of local development, academic figures including rectors, deans, faculty and students and prominent members of the Senegalese civil society. On the occasion, WARC accommodated 110 attendees.  
Prof. Ousmane Sène
Director, West African 

Research Center (WARC)

HIGHLIGHT: LEWRU: La Relance du Développement Local au Sénégal �(Revue Sénégalaise du Développement Local, de la Décentralisation et de la Bonne Gouvernance; L'Harmattan- Sénégal, Août 2011)�














.Dr Aliou Sow   greeting members of the audience








Left to Right  Pr Diagne,M Ba, Dr Aliou Sow, M Lo, Mr Diaw and Pr Sene  








