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After its September annual leave, the West African Research Center (WARC) was quick to reactivate its customary activities meant to disseminate knowledge and research findings but also to contribute to the intellectual and cultural vibrancy of the Senegalese capital, Dakar.

 

In this respect, it was quite seasonable that the first book to be presented addresses issues relating to flooding in Senegal just at a time when the wet season is offering its last drops of rain.
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Professor Mame Demba Thiam's essay "Le Syndrome des Inondations au Senegal"(The Syndrom of Flooding in Senegal) was beautifully analysed and presented in the afternoon of Wednesday, September 28 at WARC by Professor Ibrahima Thioub. On the occasion he frequently referred to two phrases: procrastination and lack of initiative to qualify the perfunctory attitude of authorities in addressing this plague of Senegal and particularly of some of the periphal districts of Dakar which have now been turned into unhealthy water settlements.

 Both professors Thiam and Thioub also lamented the fact that decision-makers have constantly failed to heed the findings of so many research projects implemented by local scholars in their inconclusive 

attempts to address flooding specifically in the low-lying human settlements in the Dakar region. According to the two dons, efficient home-grown solutions could be found for so many problems plaguing the local populations if only decision-makers took the decisive option of heeding and implementing recommendations resulting from the works of local researchers.

The meeting was attended by 80 participants including geographers, town planners, students and reporters.
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Mame Demba Thiam: 


"Le Syndrome des Inondations au Sénégal"� (Presses Universitaires du Sahel, Dakar, 2011)








Moderator Professor Thioub flanked by author Prof Thiam (left) and WARC Director (right)











A view of the audience











