HIGHLIGHT: Book presentation and signing ceremony

Cheikh Anta Babou: Le Jihad de l'Ame: Amadou Bamba et la fondation de la Mouridiyya au Senegal(1853-1913)
(Editions Karthala, 2011)

 

It should be noted that the english version of the book was already presented at the West African Research Center (WARC) when it first came out under the title: Fighting the Greater Jihad. Amadu Bamba and the Founding of the Muridiyya in Senegal, 1853-1913 (Athens, Ohio University Press). 
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For the record, the first presentation was moderated by the mentor of the author while he was a student at Michigan State University, Professor David Robinson, one of the greatest specialists of the history of Islam in West Africa.
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The dedication of the French edition was presided over today Tuesday, December 26, by Professor Souleymane Bachir Diagne, a philosopher and great specialist of Islamic philosophy currently teaching at Columbia University, flanked by Professor Ibrahima Thioub (Department of History, University Cheikh Anta Diop) and Professor Iba Der Thiam (Department of History, University Cheikh Anta Diop).
All of them insisted on the merits and qualities of Professor Cheikh Anta Babou for his scientific rigor and honesty in dealing with the achievements of the founder of a religious brotherhood he is also a member of.

They emphasized that the book is one of the best references for scholars and students of the Muridiyya brotherhood in the sense that it challenges all the beaten tracks on Muridiyya scholarship and paves the way for a critical approach to religious themes and issues and for a re-visiting of the hagiography produced on such subjects.

For the panelists and all the other scholars present Professor Cheikh Babou's book is an invaluable contribution to the renewal of Islamic thought not only in Senegal and Africa but also in the rest of the world.

Indeed, the book clearly demonstrates that the first meaning of Jihad is not so much the waging of war on religious grounds but the inner fight of the individual with his own self for his infinite and eternal betterment.

The book also emphasizes that for the founder of the Muridiyya, work and good works should be considered the seventh pillar of Islam along the already known six pillars which determine and inspire every Moslem’s daily actions.

The event was attended by 84 people including scholars, religious leaders and students.   

Moderator Prof. Souleymane Bachir Diagne (right), flanked by author 
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A view of the audience








